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Happy Trials to You
James 1:12-15
Introduction: Verse 2-11 stress the proper attitude toward suffering itself, while 12-18 stress the proper attitude toward God in these sufferings. 
Μακάριος – :Blessed” = “Happy” Also see Psalm 1 LXX -{Hebrewאֶשֶׁר   esher} and Mt. 5:3-11
The use of the word “temptation” - “πειρασμόν” in the NKJB may (and, in this context, should) be translated “trials” [NASB]. The same Greek word is used throughout this section. A trial may be a trial from God, and a trial can be a temptation to sin, but a trial is not a temptation to sin that comes from God. The temptation to sin comes from within you, not from God. If you fall into sin and you then reap the consequences of that sin, don’t blame God. If you endure a trial and do not fall into temptation and sin, then you will then reap positive consequences or benefits.
I. Achieving Victory in Trials from Without – 1:12

A. He must Persevere – continue – 1:12a
“Blessed (happy) is the man who endures temptation / trials;”
Persevere (ὑπομένει) means to “remain under”
﻿
In his commentary on James, the late Zane Hodges says that: “In verses 2-11, James has told us that the proper way to respond to trials to welcome them.”
“We welcome them because of their beneficial goal in our lives. The way to welcome them is to adopt an attitude of faith and submission to the Lord which facilitates endurance. “Thus, when the trial ends and when the believer who endures it has been approved, there is a reward” (pg. 25)

Why endure trials?

B. He will be Approved – 1:12b
“for when he has been (become - γενόμενος) approved” (δόκιμος)
Paul has the same thought in Romans 5:3-4a

﻿“And not only that, but ﻿﻿we also glory in tribulations, ﻿﻿knowing that tribulation produces ﻿﻿perseverance;  ﻿﻿and perseverance, (produces) ﻿﻿proven character;” δοκιμήν.
The end result is “character development”. “Thus, the divinely desired result of our troubles is approved character.”
So, why should this man be considered happy or blessed? He has become approved, and will receive the crown of life -- 
C. He will be Rewarded – “the crown of life”
“he will receive ﻿﻿the crown of life ﻿“στέφανον τῆς ζωῆς” which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”
Question: Is this a present benefit of a future one?

1. The crown of life in question must not be confused with the free gift of eternal life. Clearly the crown of life refers to a reward for enduring trials.
2. A Crown which will be Received at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Romans 14:10, 12

“For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ… So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
2 Corinthians 5:10-11

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
Rev 2:9-10

“…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
A future ‘harvest’ or our deeds is presented as the reaping of eternal life (Galatians 6:8) Although eternal life must be received initially as a gift, the possibility of having it ‘more abundantly’ is held out to obedient Christians.” 
3. A Crown which Enriches Our Present Experience in Life - Life more abundantly.
John 10:10
“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
James 5:11
“Indeed ﻿﻿we count them blessed (same word) who ﻿﻿endure. You have heard of ﻿﻿the perseverance of Job and seen ﻿﻿the end intended by the Lord—that ﻿﻿the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.”
The Example of Job: Everything that Job had before the trial was doubled after he successfully endured the trial.
 “Now the Lord blessed ﻿﻿the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had ﻿﻿fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters… In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers. After this Job ﻿﻿lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. ﻿So Job died, old and ﻿﻿full of days.” (Job 42:12-16)

“God had crowned Job’s life with blessings after his trial were over… it is the temporary experience of life (spiritual always, material sometimes) that James has in mind…” (Hodges, Grace NT Commentary, p. 1104)
This crown is promised to “those who love Him.”
Romans 8:28a

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God…”

     Each of our trials in one way or the other tests our love for God, and is a temptation to resent it and thus not allow God to do His character-building work in us. When we submit lovingly to God’s mighty hand, we find the crown of life waiting for us at the end of the trial.

And – after each trial -- Then we find that “weeping may endure for the night but joy comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5)
II. Attitude toward Temptation from Within – 1:13

A. The Charge against God – 1:13a - [No one should charge God; Don’t charge God]
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God.” 
     The new subject of the love of God now leads to a discussion of a new aspect of our attitude toward trials… There is a subtle shift in the use of the word from its broader meaning ‘trials’ to its more narrow meaning of ‘temptation’ or ‘solicitation to evil’. In every trial there is also a ‘temptation’ to evil.
     The word “tempted” (πειράζομαι) is verb form of the same word as “trials” in v.12. In fact, it seems that in this passage: the verb forms refer to temptation and the noun forms refer to trials. See (Dr. Homer Kent commentary)
“It is fictional to believe that all Christian do love God… The crown of life, therefore, is for those who love Him, but not for those who accuse God of tempting them with evil.” (pg. 26-27) Job endured the trial and resist the temptation to blame God.
1. The Reason for the Charge – Blame Shifting [Deny and Divert] – Adam and Eve
2. The Method of the Charge – Why did I fall into temptation? It’s Genetic/biology; it’s the environment I live in; blame your parents.
B. The Character of God – 1:13b
“for God cannot be tempted by evil,”
God is perfect holiness. Evil is totally external to God.
Question: If Jesus was God, then how could He be tempted, if God cannot be tempted?
     “Jesus’ human nature was tempted, but this was totally free from the slightest evil impulse or inclination. So too, Jesus was truly “tempted” by Satan. He exerted great effort to seduce Him to violate God’s will… But the Lord was not “tempted” by these efforts, since His perfectly holy nature contained nothing that could respond positively to Satan’s solicitations.” (p. 27-28) 
Answer: He overcame the temptation by the power of the Holy Spirit, not by the use of His divine power. He had laid aside the use of His Omni-attributes.
C. The Conduct of God – 1:13c
“nor does He Himself tempt anyone.”
Since God does not tempt to evil, He will never tempt you (or anyone else to evil). He does, however, allow us to be tempted. Satan is allowed to tempt us. He puts things in our path that can appeal to our own evil desires.
III. The Analogy of Temptation from Within – 1:14-15
James compares our temptation to the gestation of a baby. He uses the same words. However, he is not making the gestation of a baby sinful.
A. The Courtship with Temptation – 1:14
“But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.”
The temptation may be stealing, lying, sexual sins, fraud, drugs or any number of things. The believer may have in himself a craving for this particular sin, thus, the enticement. I’ll just play around with the idea - not a flat refusal. A (innocent) flirtation and the romance has started.
“The source of our temptation is the inward pull exerted by our own [evil] desire. If we were not evil people we would have no such desires and would be free of wrong impulses.” (pg. 27)
B. The Conception – 1:15a
“Then, ﻿﻿when desire has conceived,” τίκτει
He goes out to the opportunity, the second look.
C. The Birth of the Sin – 1:15b
How do you keep the birth (of sin) from happening?
1. At first – no contact – don’t flirt with the temptation.
2. Stay away from the very appearance of sin.
3. After conception – abort the sin – “confession” (John 1:9)
4. Otherwise, sin is born, the conception gives birth to sin.

D. The Consequences of the Sin – 1:15c
“and sin, when it is full-grown, ﻿﻿brings forth death.”
What Kind of Death? 

1. These people are believers.
2. They cannot experience spiritual death.

3. They can experience physical death, which will be the subject of James 5:19-20.
The law of sowing and reaping is still in effect!

Galatians 6:7-9

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,”

“but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”

